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GENERAL SIR FREDERICK HALDIMAND IN 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

BY G. D. SKULL, OXFORD, ENGLAND. 

General Haldimand, like many other British and Swiss 
officers who served in America before the Revolution, in- 
vested most of his spare money in buying up choice and 
desirable tracts of land throughout the country. In this 
way the subject of our notice may be said to have identified 
himself with Pennsylvania, as will be seen by the following 
letter, addressed to him by his old friend and Swiss com- 
patriot Major Augustin Prevost. General Haldimand owned, 
besides the Pennsylvania estate alluded to, the extensive 
seigniory of Pabos in Canada, which was, in 1772, under the 
management of his nephew, Pierre Haldimand. This estate 
had been purchased by him soon after his arrival in America. 
After the passing of the act of expulsion of the Acadians 
from Nova Scotia, General Haldimand applied to that govern- 
ment for permission to receive a number of the unfortunate 
exiles at Pab6s. This estate, once known as Pabos, is said 
to be now called by the name of Haldimand, and has been 
erected either into a township or a county. The following 
genealogical notes concerning the Swiss family of Haldi- 
mand have been furnished by a correspondent in Switzerland. 
The family derived their descent from " honest" (honniete) 
Gaspard Haldimand, originally of the bailiwick of Thun, 
in Canton Berne, who removed to Yverdun, 1st April, 1671, 
and was admitted to citizenship 26 March, 1694, with his 
four sons, one of whom Francois Lois, notary and justiciary 
of Yverdun (1728-1737), married Marie Madelaine de Tray- 
torrens, and had several sons and one daughter. Frederick 
Haldimand, said to have been the eldest son of the above 
Francois, was born in Yverdun. He entered the military 
service, and passed many years in America. One of his 
brothers, Jean Abraham Haldimand, became a banker in 
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Turin, and married, in 1745, Marie Justine, daughter of J. J. 
Long, and Marie Bonijal, and had eight children. Their 
only daughter was named Marie Madelaine Haldimand. 
Another brother of Frederick Haldimand was Francois 
Louis, who was Secretary-bailiff of the valley of Yverdun, 
and married Esther Chaillet. 

Several generations of the family of Haldimand have been 
settled at Locust Grove, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. 
They claim to be descended from Jacob, a brother of 
General Frederick Haldimand. In process of time this 
American branch seems to have dropped the final "d" in 
the family name. Jacob Haldimand was born October 7, 
1722, and died in Rappo Township, Pennsylvania, where he 
settled on first coming to America, and purchased a con- 
siderable tract of land. His son John settled at Locust 
Grove (1753-1832), and was succeeded by his eldest son John 
Brenernan Haldiman (1779-1836), from whom the estate 
passed to his fourth son, Henry Haldiman (1787-1849), who 
married Frances Stehman (1794-1826), and was the father 
of the distinguished scientist, the late Samuel Stehman 
Haldiman, who died September 10, 1880. 1 

Frederick Haldimand served in the armies of Sardinia 
and Prussia with his friend Henry Boquet.* Commissions of 
Lieutenant-Colonel were offered them by Sir Joseph Yorke, 
the English minister at the Hague in 1756. In the follow- 
ing year they went to America. Colonel Haldimand dis- 
tinguished himself at Ticonderoga in July 8, 1758, and also 
at the defence of Oswego in 1759 against the French and 
Indians. He was with General Amhurst at Montreal from 
1760 to 1762, and was apponted Colonel, and placed in com- 
mand of Florida in 1767, on the death there of Colonel 
Henry Boquet. He was made Major-General May 25, 1772, 
and succeeded General Gage at New York in 1773. On 
General Gage's return from England to resume the command, 
General Haldimand was sent to Boston, where he was in a 
short time replaced by General Gage in 1774. Being re- 

1 Memoir of S. S. Haldiman by Charles Henry Hart, 1881. 
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lieved of his command, he was summoned to England, by 
the ministry, to act as their adviser on American affairs. 
Here he remained until his appointment as Governor-General 
of Quebec and Canada in 1778, succeeding General Guy 
Carlton. His full official title then was " Captain-General 
and Go vernor-in- chief in and over the Provinces of Quebec 
and the Territories depending thereon in American, Vice- 
Admiral of the same, General and Commander-in-Chief of 
his Majesty's Forces in the said Provinces and Frontiers 
thereof, &c. &c. &c." He was created a Knight of the Bath 
May 19, 1778. At the close of the year 1784 he retired to 
England, and succeeded Lord Heathfield July 30, 1787, as 
Governor-in-chief of Gibralter. He eventually retired to 
Yverdun, Switzerland, where he died in the house of his 
brother, June 5, 1791. Antoine Francois Haldimand, the 
son of Jean Abraham and of Marie Justine Long, became a 
banker in London, and eventually inherited the property of 
his uncle, the General. He married Miss Pickersgill, by 
whom he had twelve children. One of his sons, William 
Haldimand, was born in London, September 9, 1784, and 
died at Lausanne, September 20, 1862. He was the friend 
of Charles Dickens, and is mentioned in John Foster's Life. 
He is said to have found the material for his election scene 
in Pickwick in his friend William Haldimand's election at 
Ipswich. William Haldimand bequeathed all the papers of 
General Haldimand, numbering between two and three hun- 
dred volumes, to the British Museum. In the above volumes 
are also bound up all the papers of General Henry Boquet 
on American affairs, which were left at his death in 1765 to 
his friend General Haldimand. 

Major Augustin Prevost (" of Montgomery, State of 
Pennsylvania") to General Fred k Haldimand (in London) 18 
August, 1788. 

"I have just returned from the western country, where I 
called in consequence of seeing that your lands had been 
again advertized for the Taxes of last year by the Commis- 
sioners of Bedford which evinces the great desire they have 
of availing themselves of every advantage over the absentees 
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to obtain their property on their own terms, however your 
lands were not the only one in that predicament and jointly 
with them have taken such measures as in future will place 
it out of the power of those counties to take any unjustifya- 
ble advantage of the absent Proprietors. I visited your 
diferent Tracts and but two of them had settlers, the first 
and nearest to Bedford, I mentioned formerly to have leased 
to an Industrious German for seven years on an improving 
lease, the distance of this farm may be about 9 miles from 
the town. The other tract is situated on the Vineyard or 
crooked Creek, on which I found a tolerable Farmer who 
had erected a sort of Grist mill with a small pair of stones, 
but the whole going to decay. To this man, I have granted 
a lease for seven years, but with conditions which I trust 
you will approve of. He is to rebuild the mill with good 
square timber and a good shingle rooff, the same to his dwell- 
ing house with a good stone chimney ; he is to clear fifteen 
acres of meadow, to build a Barn of 60 feet by 20 with good 
fences all which he is to deliver up in good order at the ex- 
piration of his lease and to pay a yearly rent of 12£ per 
annum. All these clearings and buildings he has coven ted 
under the penalty of 200,£ to perform in the first 3 years of 
his lease. I have divided this Tract into 3 farms on the two 
other I have leased much in the same manner with the ex- 
ception of the mill and they are to pay me £7.10 each per 
annum. They pay all taxes exclusively. By this means the 
rent that will accrue from these farms will more than repay 
the Taxes arrising on the unimproved tracts. The distance 
of these farms is about five miles from Huntingdon the 
County Town and about 42 miles from Bedford. The Vine- 
yard empties in to the Juniata which again empties itself 
into the Susquehanna and is navigable for boats all the way 
to Lewisburg formerly Harris's Ferry, an immense advantage 
to the settlers in that part as they can so readily convey their 
grain to a good market. I propose endeavouring to procure 
settlers for the other Tracts which will at once remove every 
difficulty beside that of rendering your properties so much 
more valuable. Several Swiss families from the neighbour- 
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hood of Bern arrived in this State some few weeks ago. I 
met with several on my way over the mountains exploring 
the back country and seeking for lands to settle on. Had I 
then been as well acquainted with the local situation of your 
lands, as I now am I could have provided for ten families of 
them to very great advantage to both parties. I have how- 
ever left two of them with the people on the Vineyard Tract, 
who are to assist in the clearings which they have contracted 
for of each 15 acres of meadow, exclusive of the arable or 
tillable land. I made them some small advances to enable 
them to bring up their small lugage from the inner settle- 
ments but this shall come with the rent when it becomes due. 
Your lands, Sir, are in general good and well watered and 
must now very soon become of much value. Most of them 
have roads either very near or through them, and settlements 
all round, some of some consequence and value. I proceeded 
from thence to Bedford there to arrange the business of the 
taxes with the Commissioners which in the whole did not 
amount to 6£. My sou accompanied me and I thought you 
would be glad to see some one who had been on this part of 
your estate. He will have the honor (should he receive his 
leave in time) to pay you his respects, sometime this autumn. 
An idea has struck me, that may perhaps meet with your 
approbation, that is, as your Brother- resides in England and 
the spirit of emigration, so prevails through Europe, he could 
perhaps without expence or much difficulty, recommend to 
me 10 or 12 families which I could immediately place on 
your lands. The Americans, I observe have a partiality 
for the Swiss or Germans. Could such come over and able 
as those already arrived have done to pay their passage, it 
would be a great advantage to them to find on their landing 
a person ready to receive and convey them to their destina- 
tion and to you Sir would prove of an immediate value and 
realize every expectation you may have formed respecting 
this part of your property. If after they are on the pre- 
mises it should be found necessary to afford them some small 
aid, such as the purchase of a couple of low priced horses, a 
cow and their seed Grain, 1 am well assured that in three 
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years they would repay both the capital and interest, at any 
event their improvements and the stock itself would prove a 
sufficient security for their performance. These articles I 
calculate at the rate of about ten guineas to each of those 
families as had not within themselves the means of making 
so essential and necessary a purchase. These people would 
meet with countenance and a friendly reception. The fer- 
tility of that country and its rapid increase in population 
gives weight to my proposals. I am myself so morally cer- 
taine of its advantages that I offer myself to conduct them 
and remain with them until properly fixed. I am far from 
being an enthusiast to this business, it is suggested by the 
best information and observation. My gratitude towards 
you alone dictates on this occasion and shall think myself 
happy if any of my time can be devoted to your interest. I 
have only traced the general outlines of the Plan which I 
here submit to you and which my observation of things and 
custom of settling in this country points out to be best ad- 
vantageous to the settlers and landlord. The general adop- 
tion of the new federal Government appears to raise the 
expectation of the people to the highest.pitch. Their polit- 
ical salvation seems to hinge on the event. How far their 
hope will be realized time must unfold, for it will require 
time to organize such an unwieldy iriachine. Their finances 
and their resources have equal depth, but as I am a poor 
conjecturing politician I will not intrude by lengthening of 
this already too long a letter. I wrote to Mrs. Prevost by 
this opportunity. I am the more sensible of her goodness to 
me as it was through your generous interference that she 
was stimulated to act so liberally towards me." 

Extract from a letter (in French) from Major Augustin 
Prevost, dated 28 November, 1789, from " near Philadelphia," 
to General Haldimand " in London." My last apprised you 
of the death of Capt. Hutchins. Your business affairs will 
not feel the effects of it at all. The change which must take 
place, will enhance the value of your lands. The residence 
of the supreme power of the United States being decidedly 
fixed in this Province. I look for my own retirement into 
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our colonies. In the meantime the state of my affairs 
will only allow me sometime. "When that will take place 
you can feel assured that your affairs will remain in good 
and sure hands, and which will be faithfully watched for 
your best interests. Sir William Moore Smith, the near rela- 
tive of the English Consul, advocate, and my friend, who 
has himself much land in the same county, very much wishes 
to assist me, and take my place in everything that will be 
necessary in the event of my absenting myself. I take the 
liberty of praying, if the occasion presents itself of vouch- 
safing of your remembering me. I know not if it will be 
in Jamaica or in Canada that I shall pass over to. Time 
and circumstances will decide that. I do not wish, Sir, to 
weary you with the recital of my unhappy situation. 
Madame Prevost knows and appears to be perfectly sensible 
of it and perhaps you have shared in a part of her knowl- 
edge concerning it. 

The writer of the above letter, Major Augustin Prevost, 
was the son of General Augustin Prevost, a native of Switzer- 
land. Major Prevost was born in Geneva in 1744, and died 
at " Hush Hush farm at the foot 'of the Catskill Mountains 
in January, 1822. He married l stly Susannah daughter of 
C o1 Croghan of the British Army by whom he had 6 surviv- 
ing children. After the death of his 1 st wife Major Prevost 
m d Miss Bogardus of N. York by whom he had a large 
family. This American branch of the Prevost family is now 
represented by M r Theodore L. Prevost of Greene Co., New 
York. 

Governor General Haldimand to Sir Henry Clinton, 16 
November, 1780. 

Sir: An idea has just struck me, which if improved I 
think may be highly advantageous to the King's service in 
this Province in which I have to request your Excellency's 
assistance. General Arnold having been frequently in the 
Provinces upon business, before the breaking out of the 
Rebellion, had an opportunity of being intimately known 
to and forming connections with the inhabitants both French 
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and English particularly at Montreal. In his military capa- 
city he distinguished himself at the siege of this place and 
in other parts of the Province by which he acquired the per- 
fect confidence of the disaffected inhabitants and of course 
took the advantage of retaining them as emissaries in the 
Rebel interest. I have suspected many persons to be con- 
cerned in this business, which has been a continual source of 
inconvenience and disappointments to the service, but by the 
art and secrecy of those employed & many of them being 
under the influence of religion, all my efforts to discover 
them, have been ineffectual & th° I have confined some upon 
well founded suspicion yet I cannot obtain proofs sufficient 
to justify my making an example. Before the French alli- 
ance, I suspected the Jesuits and some few of the clergy — 
since, I am confident that the greatest part of them have 
entered warmly into the interest of the Americans, and it is 
much to be feared find means to correspond with the Enemy. 
There is at present in custody a M r Charles Hay (brother to 
M r Hay, Quarter Master General in the rebel service), a 
Monsieur du Calvet & a Monsieur Caseau against whom there 
are strong presumptive proofs. M r Arnold, must from his 
Intimacy with the former have a knowledge of his 
Brothers transactions in favour of the enemy and from the 
resentment he has discovered at the fate of Major Andre of 
which he was the innocent cause, as well as the change of 
his political ideas manifested in his address to the public, I 
should think, he will not hesitate candidly to give your 
Excellency every information in his power by which a dis- 
covery may be made and a stop be put to the intercourse 
which certainly subsists between this province and the prin- 
cipals of the Eebellion. If General Arnold should have 
removed from New York, I entreat your Excellency will 
nevertheless transact this business with him, the result ot 
which I shall wait for with the utmost impatience. 

To Sir Henry Clinton — I have the honor to be — Fred 
Haldimand. 

Extract from a letter from General Haldimand to Sir Henry 
Clinton, Quebec, 7 Feb r , 1781. " I hope you received my letter 



308 General Sir Frederick Haldimand in Pennsylvania. 

of November 16 th by Ensign Drummond. I requested your 
endeavours to procure from M r Arnold some information of 
the disaffected subjects in this province, his private and 
public transactions here could not fail to give him a perfect 
knowledge of them. He may depend upon my not making 
use of his name but as he shall permit. I have presump- 
tive proofs against some of them, but none that would justify 
making an example nor am I able to procure such with every 
effort in my power to make." 

Extract. — Sir Henry Clinton to Gen'l Haldimand, 8 th 
May, 1781. "I received yours of the 7 th February, but 
the letters you mention to have sent me by Ensign Drum- 
mond of the 16 th November have not reached me, nor has 
that gentleman as yet made his appearance here." 

Extract. — Gen'l Haldimand to Sir Henry Clinton, June 6, 
1781. " Ensign Drummond went on board a vessel which 
came here to a M r Pagan, who has always been suspected of 
favoring the rebels. His ships from hence have always been 
taken. I permitted the last to sail upon condition that my 
dispatches addressed to Gen 1 Robertson should be safely de- 
livered, if so, I requested she might be allowed to return in 
the Spring, which I now earnestly recall. I sent duplicates 
by Ensign Prentice of the 84 th Peg* who sailed at the same 
time in another small vessel. They had the strongest injunc- 
tions to throw overboard the dispatches in case of necessity, 
which I make no doubt they observed. One of my letters 
was to request you would procure from Arnold some infor- 
mation of the disaffected persons in this Province of whom 
he must have a thorough knowledge. It would be of infinite 
use, as the secrecy of the Jesuits baffles all my endeavours to 
discover them." 

Extract. — Sir Henry Clinton to Gen'l Haldimand, New 
York, July 23d, 1781. "Those letters in cypher you men- 
tioned as having been sent by Ensigns Drummond and Pren- 
tice have never reached me, nor have I heard of those 
Gentlemen being taken. I am therefore apprehensive that 
some worse misfortune may have befallen them." 
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Memorandum, New York, 26th July, 1781. (In Gen'l 
Arnold's handwriting.) "Lieu* General de Reidesel will 
be so good as to acquaint General Haldimand that General 
Arnold having had all his papers taken can only remember 
one suspected person in Canada — a Jesuit at Montreal, 
whose name is Pierre, & the only one of that sect there. 
He is a very sensible shrewd man." 1 

Extract. — General James Robertson to General Haldimand, 
Oct. 31, 1781, New York. (Received 14 May, 1782, by Gen'l 
Haldimand at Quebec.) " General Arnold says Pire Eloquet 
is an inveterate enemy. Jacob Rove no better and indeed 
the gross of the Boston leaders little better. He had no 
friendly aids from any of the Noblesse." 

Extract. — Sir Heury Clinton to General Haldimand, Nov. 
12, 1781. " General Arnold says Monsieur du Calvert Pire 
Floquet, Mess rs Hay, Cord, Freeman and Watts were friends 
to the Rebels." 

Extract. — General Haldimand to Sir Henry Clinton, Que- 
bec, Nov. 15, 1781. " 1 have lately had the mortification to 
learn that the principal channels I have used to convey dis- 
patches & procure Intelligence are almost entirely broken up, 
owing to the Imprudence of recruiting parties of the Corps 
of Loyalists & discoveries by Emisaries & the desertion of 
Rebel prisoners enlarged upon Parole. This will make our 
intercourse still less frequent than it is & I have to request 
your Excellency should you have any matters of importance 
to communicate to me that you will send duplicates by way 
of Niagara or to strike upon Carleton Island for though more 
tedious it is, at present, the most certain route." 

1 We have here a positive confirmation of the statement which has been 
often made, that Arnold violated the confidence which had been reposed in 
him by persons residing within the British line, while he was in the service 
of Congress. 



